
The Rule of Pallavas  in Tamil Nadu (300-850 CE) 

 

Socio-Cultural Contributions: 

1. Promotion of Hinduism: Built temples, supported Hindu scholars. 

2. Development of Tamil Literature: Encouraged Tamil poetry, prose, and drama. 

3. Advancements in Education: Established universities, libraries. 

4. Art and Architecture: Introduced Dravidian architectural style. 

5. Music and Dance: Patronized Carnatic music, Bharatanatyam. 

Notable Pallava Rulers: 

1. Mahendravarman I (600-630 CE): Introduced Dravidian architecture. 

2. Narasimhavarman I (630-668 CE): Built Mamallapuram temples. 

3. Mahendravarman II (668-672 CE): Promoted Tamil literature. 

4. Nandivarman II (732-796 CE): Fostering trade, commerce. 

Cultural Achievements: 

1. Mamallapuram Temples (UNESCO World Heritage Site) 

2. Kanchipuram Temples (Kailasanathar, VaikuntaPerumal) 

3. Tiruchirappalli Rock Fort Temple 

4. Development of Tamil script 

5. Patronage of Tamil poets (Thiruvalluvar, Kapilar) 

Social Reforms: 

1. Encouraged social mobility 

2. Supported women's education, property rights 

3. Promoted caste reform, social equality 

4. Fostering trade guilds, merchant communities 

 

 

 



Economic Contributions: 

1. Trade with Southeast Asia, Mediterranean 

2. Development of ports (Mamallapuram, Kaveripattinam) 

3. Agriculture, irrigation systems 

4. Coinage, currency system 

Legacy: 

1. Shaped Tamil culture, language, literature 

2. Influenced South Indian architecture 

3. Contributed to Hinduism's growth 

4. Established Tamil Nadu's reputation as a cultural hub 

Important Sources: 

1. Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions 

2. Sanskrit, Tamil literature 

3. Archaeological findings 

4. Pallava Grants, copper plates 

Key Sites: 

1. Kanchipuram 

2. Mamallapuram 

3. Tiruchirappalli 

4. Chennai (Madras) 

5. Chidambaram 

 

 


