
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY IN HISTORY: 

Types of Research: 

1. Quantitative Research: Analyzing numerical data. 

2. Qualitative Research: Examining non-numerical data. 

3. Mixed-Methods Research: Combining quantitative and qualitative approaches. 

Historical Research Methods: 

1. Primary Sources: Original documents, images, and artifacts. 

2. Secondary Sources: Interpretations and analyses by historians. 

3. Oral History: Interviews with individuals who experienced historical events. 

Research Techniques: 

1. Archival Research: Examining documents in archives and libraries. 

2. Historical Contextualization: Placing events within broader historical contexts. 

3. Comparative Analysis: Comparing historical events or phenomena. 

4. Paleography: Studying ancient and medieval manuscripts. 

5. Epigraphy: Analyzing inscriptions on monuments and artifacts. 

Historical Research Tools: 

1. Archives and Libraries 

2. Online Databases (e.g., JSTOR, Google Scholar) 

3. Historical Journals and Periodicals 

4. Primary Source Collections (e.g., diaries, letters) 

5. Digital Humanities Tools (e.g., timelines, mapping software) 

Research Process: 

1. Formulate Research Question 

2. Conduct Background Research 

3. Identify Primary and Secondary Sources 

4. Analyze and Interpret Sources 

5. Draw Conclusions 



6. Write and Revise Research Paper 

Historical Research Challenges: 

1. Interpreting biased or incomplete sources 

2. Overcoming linguistic and cultural barriers 

3. Dealing with contradictory evidence 

4. Avoiding presentism (judging past events by modern standards) 

5. Ensuring objectivity and balance 

Key Historical Research Concepts: 

1. Historiography: Study of historical writing and interpretation. 

2. Contextualization: Understanding historical events within context. 

3. Periodization: Dividing history into distinct periods. 

4. Causality: Analyzing cause-and-effect relationships. 

5. Continuity and Change: Examining historical developments. 

Notable Historiographical Approaches: 

1. Annales School 

2. Marxist Historiography 

3. Feminist Historiography 

4. Postcolonial Historiography 

5. Digital Historiography 

Research Methodology Books for Historians: 

1. "The Historian's Craft" by Marc Bloch 

2. "The Practice of History" by Geoffrey Elton 

3. "Historical Research" by David J. Russo 

4. "The Historian's Toolbox" by Robert B. Townsend 

5. "Digital History" by Daniel J. Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig 

 


